
PHO-103 – History of Photography Course Syllabus 

Course Code: 

PHO-103 

Course Title: 

History of Photography 

Course Description: 

In this course, students survey the history of photography as both technology and 
art form as well as the medium's evolution from humble camera obscura to its 
status as a major conduit of contemporary culture in the digital era. Students learn 
to identify a wide range of photographic processes and the important figures that 
utilized them with intention, across a variety of genre and social contexts. 
Participation is required in discussions of major artistic trends and the interpretive 
aspects of photographic content. 

Prerequisites: 

Academic Reading and Writing Levels of 6 

Outcomes and Objectives: 

Please refer to the PHO-103 Master Syllabus 

Required Text and Materials: 

Please confirm edition with WCC Website or go to the WCC Bookstore and use the 
Find the Course Materials feature to view the required and recommended course 
materials: https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder 

Title: Photography in Print: Writings from 1816 to the Present (1988 Edition) 

• Author: Goldberg, Vicki (ed) 

• Publisher: U of New Mexico Press 

• ISBN: 0826310915 

Title: A World History of Photography (4th Edition) 

• Author: Roisenblum, Naomi 

• Publisher: Abbeville Press 

• ISBN: 9780789209375 

Course Overview and Structure: 

Minimum Computer Literacy Skills and Technology Requirements 

• For online (DL) version of this course, access to a video capturing computer 
or smartphone using free software identified in the Blackboard course.  

• Blackboard content editor skills Blackboard skills.  

• You should have a general knowledge of computers, file management skills, 
word processing skills, and Internet skills. 

• Access to Blackboard and the Internet is essential for the entire course 
duration. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/pho/ms_pho103.pdf
https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/pho/ms_pho103.pdf
https://connect.wccnet.edu/academics/schedule/
https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student


• Course content will be delivered in multiple formats, including but not limited 
to webpages, Word and pdf documents, video, and audio formats. You may 
need to install the recommended plugins for each type of media. 

Time Commitment 

To meet the due dates on the schedule, expect to spend 9 - 12 hours per week for 
this 3-credit course. 

Expectations and Availability of Instructor 

I will usually respond to messages within 24-48 hours. You should make a habit of 
checking messages on a regular basis as well. Instructor may respond via e-mail or 
class announcements answering your concern. 

Strategies for Success: 

• Print out the course schedule and follow it. 

• Check for new announcements within the Blackboard course a few times per 
week. 

• Begin assignments before the due date so you can ask questions and have 
time to troubleshoot any technical issues. 

• Stay in touch by email if you have any questions, concerns, or conflicts that 
may interfere with your academic success. 

Grading: 

• Grades are posted in Blackboard under ‘My Grades’. 

• Grading is typically completed within a week of the assignment due date. 
Late work may take longer. 

Determining Your Grade 

 

Graded Items Points Total 

Discussion Boards (10 @ 10 pts. each) 100 

Reflection Journals (4 @ 30 pts. each) 120 

Weekly Quizzes (12 @ 40 pts. each) 480 

Midterm Exam (1 @ 100 pts.) 100 

Final Exam (1 @ 200 pts.) 200 

Total = 100% 

Course Deadlines and Late Assignments: 

Most assignments have due dates on SATURDAYS AT 11:59 PM. The only 
exception to this is the initial Discussion Board Posts (not your “replys”) which will 
be due THURSDAYS at 11:59pm. 

Communication 

Email Communication 

• Please send emails from your WCC account to be in compliance with federal 
privacy regulations. 

• Provide a clear subject line that includes the course name, section number, 
and the assignment or lab name. 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html


• Always include your first and last name in the email message. 

Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in discipline according 
to the WCC Student Rights & Responsibility guidelines. Always complete your own 
work using your own words. If you do use information, ideas, or words from other 
sources, credit that source using MLA or APA format. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

Learning Support Services Department provides support to students who may need 
accommodation for documented disabilities, or other learning need. WCC will work 
with you to accommodate any of your individual learning needs, however, I need to 
know of any requests in advance in order to make the necessary arrangements. 

WCC Student Policies and Support Information: 

Review the material within the Washtenaw Community College Student Policies and 
Support Information for additional policies and procedures that affect you and your 
course. Find this information on this shared page. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/succeed/disability/services/
https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php

