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PSY-100 – Introduction to Psychology Course Syllabus 

Course Code: 

PSY-100 

Course Title: 

Introduction to Psychology 

Course Description: 

In this course; students are introduced to the scientific study of psychology - the 
study of mental processes and behavior. This survey course includes such topics as 
psychological development; learning; thinking; motivation; emotion; perception; 
intelligence; aptitudes and personality. Basic principles and their practical 
applications are discussed. 

Prerequisites: 

Academic Reading and Writing Levels of 6 

Outcomes and Objectives: 

Please refer to the PSY-100 Master Syllabus 

Required Text: 

Please confirm edition with WCC Website or go to the WCC Bookstore and use the 
Find the Course Materials feature to view the required and recommended course 
materials: https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder. 

• OpenStax College. (2020). Psychology 2e. Houston, TX: OpenStax CNX.  
Retrieved from https://openstax.org/details/books/psychology-2e 

Note: This textbook is a FREE book if used in the online format. You are also able 
to order a low-cost printed version of the text. 

Note: 

• You will be required to view streaming lectures as part of the course. Please 
make sure you have a proper Internet connection to access the media. 

• If you have trouble viewing any videos or any other technical difficulty, please 
contact Blackboard Help help-desk@wccnet.edu 

• Phone: 734-973-3456 

• Chat: https://webchat.wccnet.edu: 8443/WebChatApp/ 

Course Overview and Policies: 

Withdrawal Policy 

The last day to drop a class and get your money back is approximately 10 days 
after the semester starts. This is different than withdrawing from the course. 

Following that 10-day period, if an emergency occurs and you choose to withdraw, 
a “W” shows with the last date of participation on your transcript and your tuition is 
not reimbursed. In addition, a W can be interpreted to mean that the student was 
failing the course and ended up withdrawing to avoid an F on the transcript. Thus a 

https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/psy/ms_psy100.pdf
https://connect.wccnet.edu/academics/schedule/
https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder
mailto:help-desk@wccnet.edu
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“W” should be avoided if at all possible. If absolutely necessary, it should be 
enacted as early in the semester as possible. 

If the student does not withdraw himself or herself by the midpoint of the semester, 
the grade he or she has earned (including D’s or F’s) will be recorded. 

Attendance Reporting 

The college requires that faculty report all students as “attending” or “not attending” 
by the end of the first week of the semester. A student must complete at least one 
graded assignment by the end of the first week to be reported at “attending”.  If you 
are reported as not attending, the college may drop you from the course if you are 
using certain types of financial aid. It is important that you complete your graded 
assignments all semester, but it is especially important that you complete at least 
one graded assignment during Week 1 or reach out to your instructor with an 
explanation regarding why you have not done so. 

Time Commitment 

To meet the due dates on the schedule, expect to spend 8 to 10 hours per week for 
this 3 credit course. You are expected to submit all work in a timely manner. Please 
ensure that all graded work is submitted by the due date and time each week. 

Expectations and Availability of Instructor 

The instructor will usually respond to messages within 48 hours, or sooner. Please 
check for messages regularly. 

Communication 

• Please be courteous and professional in your communications. 

• Please use complete sentences and avoid using abbreviations. 

• In order to be in compliance with federal privacy regulations,   you must use 
only your WCC email address. 

• Provide a clear subject line that includes the course name, section number, 
and the assignment or lab name. 

• Always include your first and last name in the email message. 

Overview of the Basic Course Structure 

This course is divided into six units. Within each unit, there are two to four modules, 
or topics. Each module/topic (except Module 6B/Psychological Disorders) is to be 
completed within one week. The one exception, Psychological Disorders, is covered 
in a two-week period.  

For each module you are asked to read approximately one chapter of material. You 
will also watch between two and five mini lectures each week and you will also be 
completing either one assignment or one discussion board (described in detail 
below). At the end of each week, you take a 15-item multiple choice test and 
complete two short essay exam questions; these are also described in more detail 
below. 

Check Blackboard each week carefully to be sure you are reading and viewing the 
correct materials and/or to be made aware of any changes in the schedule via 
announcements. 

For the remainder of the term, you will follow the following pattern. 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
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• Read approximately a chapter each week. 

• Two to five mini-videos to view (approximately 20 minutes each), highlighting 
important issues in that module. 

• For seven of the fourteen modules you are asked to read or listen or watch a 
particular item. These items will take between 15 minutes to one hour to 
complete and then another hour, on average, to answer the questions 

• For the other seven weeks, you are also given a prompt, but this time you 
answer the questions and discuss the issue with the other students via the 
discussion board feature. 

• Lastly, each week you complete a multiple-choice test and answer two (from 
several possible) essay questions. This will take you at most an hour to 
complete. 

Course Components 

Multiple Choice Quizzes 
At the end of each module, there is an “Evaluations” folder. In each evaluations 
folder there is the multiple-choice quiz. There are 15 items in each multiple-choice 
quiz for the 14 modules; after we drop your lowest two quizzes, the total number of 
points to be earned is 180, representing 18% of your grade in the course, or 1.5% 
for each test. The tests are timed; 15 minutes each. In addition to the weekly 15 
question multiple choice quizzes, students will be completing one final 50 question 
multiple choice quiz worth 60 points at the end of the term. 

Short-Essay Tasks 
Also, in the Evaluation folder you will find the “Short-Essay Tasks”. For each module 
you are provided with three or more possible essay prompts. You are asked to 
complete two, at 10 points each for a total of 20 points. Each answer should be 
approximately one full paragraph of four to seven sentences. Again we drop your 
two lowest scores from the 14 modules. With 12 remaining at 20 pts each, this 
totals to 240 points or 24% of the grade (2% for each one). You are expected to 
answer these questions without the use of your textbook, notes, the internet, or 
peer support. You will be submitting your assignments via safe assign to ensure 
that the answers you provide are your answers. Please do not submit the original 
question when you turn in your answer, as "Safe Assign" will mistakenly count this 
as plagiarized work. You must submit your essay questions in either PDF or a word 
doc.  Answers submitted via the comments box will not be graded. Safe Assign is a 
program within blackboard that will evaluate your submission to determine if you 
borrowed answers from other sources and generates a percentage number 
indicating how much of your submission not original work. You will have access to 
the percentage number shortly after submitting your work. 

Assignments 
For seven of the fourteen modules, you are asked to complete an assignment, 
usually requiring you to begin by listening to a podcast or watching a video. We 
advise you to read the questions you need to answer beforehand. Also take notes 
and record the times of key sections to make it easier to listen to them more than 
once. Then answer the questions in a separate file (preferably Word formatting); 
then use the Write Submission text box to embed your word file into the Blackboard 
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assignment feature. Be sure to always save your work for yourselves in case 
anything is lost during the submission process. Each assignment is worth 40 points 
for a total of 280 points or 28% of the grade, (4% for each one). You will be 
submitting your assignments via safe assign to ensure that the answers you provide 
are your answers. 

You must submit your essay questions in either PDF or a word doc.  Answers 
submitted via the comments box will not be graded. Safe Assign is a program within 
blackboard that will evaluate your submission to determine if you borrowed answers 
from other sources and generates a percentage number indicating how much of 
your submission not original work. You will have access to the percentage number 
shortly after submitting your work. 

Discussion Board/Group Forums 
In the first week of the term, you are asked to participate in a forum where you all 
make simple introductions to make sure everyone is familiar with the Discussion 
Board features. Each of you should start your own “threads” of conversation as well 
as responding to another person’s thread. This will be the first opportunity to meet 
each other and create a group atmosphere. Please feel free to respond to others’ 
threads as well. This forum is NOT graded. 

You are then asked to participate in seven graded forums over the course of the 
term. Each forum is worth 50 points but you drop your lowest score so the total 
number of points toward your final grade is 300 or 30% of the grade, at 5% each. 
You can find the discussion board due dates on the course schedule. The rubric for 
the discussion boards are available as you complete each one; always remember 
that these discussion boards must be started BEFORE the Sunday deadline to 
receive full credit. 

Assessment and Feedback Overview 
To see your grade on go to My Grade; when you click on your score, or the 
feedback button you will be able to see any specific feedback for that quiz or 
assignment. If you cannot see a grade or an exclamation mark, it means there was 
a computer glitch and we did not receive your work; email your teacher immediately 
in order to solve this situation or you will not get credit.  To determine your grade in 
the class at any point in the semester, a running total is maintained. Your final 
score, after the low grades have been dropped will be posted about halfway through 
the term. Use the grading scale below to see what grade you have at that point in 
the semester. 

Grading Plan 

Graded Items Percentage 

12 of 14 Multiple Choice Quizzes @ 15 points each (after dropping lowest 2) 1.5% ea 180 pts/18% 

12 of 14 Short-Essay Tasks @ 20 points each (after dropping lowest two) 2% ea 240pts//24% 

7 of 7 Assignments @ 40 points each 4% ea 280pts/28% 

6 of 7 Discussion boards @ 40 points each (after dropping lowest one) 4% ea 240 pts/24% 

1 Multiple Choice Final Exam 60 pts/6% 
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 1000 pts 

Grading Policy 

• If you do not understand the grading system or how to read the Blackboard 
Gradebook, contact the instructor and he or she will explain it in more detail. 

• There will not be any extra credit assignments made available. 

• If you receive a D or F on an essay exam or assignment, contact the 
instructor as soon as possible.  We need to determine promptly what we can 
do to keep you on track. Please remember, this course is largely dependent 
on your reading/writing skills.  

Late Assignments 
All deadlines are to be met. The only time an extension is offered is if you contact 
the instructor BEFORE the deadline with a legitimate explanation (medical 
emergency, apartment fire, etc.). Then decisions are made on a case by case basis. 
But this does NOT apply if you contact the instructor AFTER the deadline has 
passed. 

Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in discipline according 
to the WCC Student Rights & Responsibility guidelines. Always complete your own 
work using your own words. If you do use information, ideas, or words from other 
sources, credit that source using MLA or APA format. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

Learning Support Services Department provides support to students who may need 
accommodation for documented disabilities, or other learning need. WCC will work 
with you to accommodate any of your individual learning needs, however, I need to 
know of any requests in advance in order to make the necessary arrangements. 

WCC Student Policies and Support Information: 

Review the material within the Washtenaw Community College Student Policies and 
Support Information for additional policies and procedures that affect you and your 
course. Find this information on this shared page. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/succeed/disability/services/
https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php

