
 

 

 

 

BIBL104: Christian Foundations  

Course Syllabus 



 

 

Course Description 

 

This course is a survey of the New Testament from Matthew through Revelation. The course will open up 
an understanding of the person of Jesus and his teaching and ministry, including his final days, death and 
resurrection. The course surveys the historical background, content, and theology of each book, and 
integrates the background and message of each book with the rest of the New Testament. 
 

Course Outcomes 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Describe the different literary genres present in the New Testament.  
2. Explain the major theological themes present in the New Testament.  
3. Recognize and discuss the general elements of the religious and sociohistorical milieu in 

which the New Testament was formulated.  
4. Identify the historical background, purpose, themes and doctrinal emphases of each 

individual book of the New Testament.  
5. Utilize the vocabulary relevant to New Testament studies.  
6. Discuss the formation of the New Testament canon and its impact on your approach to the 

New Testament.  
7. Analyze how the New Testament texts can be applied in a contemporary setting. 

 

Course Materials 

Required Material(s) 

All other required materials are provided as PDFs or links in the Course Materials folder. See the weekly 
schedule for more complete information on course readings. 

Recommended (but not required) Additional Reading 

Brown, R. E. (1997). An introduction to the New Testament. New York, NY:  

Doubleday. Carson, D.A. (2007). New Testament commentary survey (6 ed.). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Academic.  

DeSilva, D. A. (2004). An introduction to the New Testament: Contexts, methods, and ministry 
formation. Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press. 

 Dunn, J. D. G. (2009). New Testament theology: An introduction. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press.  

Evans, C. A., & Porter, S. E. (2000). Dictionary of New Testament background. Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity Press.  

Green, J. B., McKnight, S., & Marshall, I. H. (1992). Dictionary of Jesus and the gospels. 



 

 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.  

Hawthorne, G. F., Martin, R. P., & Reid, D. G. (1993). Dictionary of Paul and his letters. Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.  

Martin, R. P., & Davids, P. H. (1997). Dictionary of the later New Testament & its developments. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.  

Witherington, Ben. (2013). Invitation to the New Testament: First things. Oxford, UK: Oxford 
University Press.  

Class Policies 

You are expected to read all assigned readings, view all lecture videos, screencasts, and access any links posted 

by the professor. Be prepared to discuss the contents of each.  

Attendance and Participation 

Because online courses require significant interaction between students, you must upload a current photo of yourself 
to your Moodle profile. The image should be a headshot with your face clearly visible (no pets, group photos, or 
cartoons). 

You are not required to be online at the same times as your classmates. However, you should check in regularly (to 
access new materials, submit assignments, and/or participate in ongoing threaded discussions). 

Each course week includes a threaded discussion focusing on topics related to the course. The discussions are a 
great place to ask questions, clarify issues, and share insights. You must check in regularly and contribute to the 
ongoing conversation, posting on the number of required days. 

See the Online Discussion Guidelines for more details. 

Any student who has not logged in for course participation during the first week will be administratively dropped along 
with any subsequent courses in the term. 

Note: If you are off campus for any Jessup-sponsored extracurricular activity, you are still required to maintain and 
follow the due dates outlined in this syllabus. If you have an exceptional instance where internet access is not present 
either in your transportation and/or accommodations, you will need to have your supervising individual (professor, 
coach, etc.) inform your instructor to receive additional time on an assignment. 

Netiquette 

Netiquette, or the rules that surround good communication on the internet, is very important in online courses that are 
based on high levels of interaction and communication between students and professors at a distance. 

Some basic rules to guide you in your online communication (see the Online Student Orientation for a longer, 
expanded list): 

1. Be thoughtful, kind and courteous in your communication. Avoid language that may offend others and 

be cautious when using sarcastic language. In addition, respect your classmates ’privacy by not asking them 

to share more than they would be comfortable doing. 
2. Proofread your writing so it is clear and easy to read. Avoid acronyms (including text speak), do not use 

ALL CAPS, and do not overuse exclamation marks (use italics for emphasis). Write in short paragraphs and 



 

 

use plenty of white space (extra space between paragraphs) as that makes text easier to read on a 
webpage. 

3. Engage with your classmates. Make sure your writing communicates what you intend, ask clear questions 
of your peers and always be aware of your audience when you are writing in the online classroom. 

Written Work Guidelines 

 
Written work is graded for content, organization, style, grammar, and formatting. All papers are to be typed, 
proofread, spell-checked, double-spaced, and prepared in accordance with APA style and format. Basic formatting 
should be Times New Roman 12 with 1 inch margins. For help with APA formatting, see the APA Tab of the Course 
Resources Folder (located on the main page of the course in Moodle). 

The Writing Center is available to all Jessup Online students for help with writing papers as well as APA formatting. 
You can contact them at writingcenter@jessup.edu or schedule a session through the WJU Student Services 
Scheduler. 

 

Assignments 

 

Submission Format 

All assignments must be submitted as an attachment via Moodle no later than 11:59 PM (PST) the day the 
assignment is due. Unless otherwise specified, you should submit all papers as Microsoft Word documents (.doc 
or .docx files) via Moodle. Use the “How to Submit Pages Doc (Mac) to Turnitin” link on Moodle when uploading 
documents in Mac format. 

Late assignments 

Whether instructors accept late work or not is up to their discretion. 

In the case that they do, late work may be penalized 10% of the possible points for the assignment for each day, or 
part thereof, that it is late. Work may not be submitted more than a week late. 

If you face particular difficulty meeting a deadline, please contact the professor ahead of time to discuss any options. 

NOTE: The professor is not obliged to accept any late work after the final day of the class session unless prior 
arrangements have been made.  

Feedback and Grades 

You can expect to receive written feedback and grades on each weekly assignment via Moodle within 72 hours of the 
due date for submission. 

For larger assignments (research papers, projects, etc.), you can expect to receive feedback within a week. 

Academic Integrity 

 



 

 

The University Catalog states: 

Academic integrity is an essential component of Christian higher education.  Instances of plagiarism will not 

be treated lightly.  If it is a student’s first offence, the paper will simply receive a zero.  The student may or 

may not have the option to re-write the assignment for half credit, according to the instructor’s discretion.  If 

evidence of plagiarism exists a second time the student will receive an academic dismissal, which can be 
appealed by the student. 

Plagiarism includes: 

● The intentional or unintentional representation of another’s words or ideas as your own in an academic 

exercise. 

● Using the “copy and paste” method to use text found on a Web site without giving credit to the source. 

● Copying information from a source without proper citation and without use of quotation marks or block 
quotation formatting. If any words or ideas used do not represent your original words or ideas, you must 
distinguish them with quotation marks or an indented block quotation followed by the appropriate citation. 

● Paraphrasing statements or paragraphs without proper citation or using someone else’s ideas, data, 

language, and/or arguments without acknowledgement. 

● Presenting work as your own that has been prepared in whole or part by someone other than you. 

● Failure to properly cite statistics, data, or other sources of information in your paper. 

● Resubmitting a paper that you have already turned in as an assignment for a different course (including a 
different section of the same course). While the paper may be considered your original work, resubmitting it 
is considered a form of plagiarism. Your assignments for every class should be unique and original for that 
course. 

Student Complaints 

 
For complete information about WJU and how to file a complaint as a student please see the Consumer Information 
section of the Jessup website. 

If a distance education student who lives outside the state of California believes that the university’s internal 
procedures have not adequately addressed concerns identified under the Program Integrity Rule, there is a link on 
the Jessup website with Student Complaint Information by State and Agency. 

Discussion Forums 

Discussion Forums are an integral part of every Jessup Online course.  A high percentage of learning in an online 
environment comes through the dialogue that takes place in Discussion Forums. You should think about the 
discussion questions in this class as an opportunity for you, your classmates, and your instructor to enter into an 
interesting conversation about what you are studying. Therefore, you are encouraged to jump into the discussion as 

often as you’d like. This ensures that everyone will benefit from a variety of opinions and insights on the topics at 

hand. In other words, your contribution is valuable and important! Since this is a conversation, it’s also important that 

you read the entire forum; not only are your contributions important, but you’ll find that your classmates ’contributions 

are as well! 

Substantive Posts 

 



 

 

You must post at least 3 substantive responses each week. A substantive post is one that contributes something 
significant to the academic conversation using academic language (avoid "text speak" or other informal language in 
your discussion posts). To be substantive and earn full credit, a post should: 

1. Be of appropriate length (initial = 250-400 words; secondary = 125-225 words). 

2. Engage with the course materials (lecture, texts, videos, etc.) in such a way that it is evident that you have 
integrated the course content into your thinking. 

3. Demonstrate critical thinking skills. In other words, your substantive posts should reflect that you have 
carefully considered the discussion question and have put effort into writing a response that makes a 
relevant contribution to the conversation. 

Requirements 

Since discussion questions are usually given a lot of weight in terms of the final course grade, there are also 
academic expectations. These are as follows. 

You must be active in the discussion forum at least 3 days per week. This means that you must post a response on 
3 of the 7 days each week of the course in order to receive full credit. Do not write all of your forum posts on one day 
– that eliminates the opportunity for dialogue with classmates. 

NOTE: All Discussion due dates/times are for the Pacific Time Zone.  

For weeks with one discussion question: 

1. You must post your initial response to the question by Wednesday @ 11:59 p.m. 
2. By Sunday @ 11:59PM, you must post (at minimum) two secondary posts (posts responding to your 

classmates ’comments or to your instructor’s prompts) for a total of three posts. All posts must be 

substantive to receive full credit. 

For weeks with two or more discussion questions: 

1. You must post your initial response to DQ#1 by Wednesday @ 11:59 p.m. . 

2. You must post your initial response to DQ#2 by Friday @ 11:59 p.m. 
3. By Sunday @ 11:59PM, you must post (at minimum) four secondary posts (spread across both questions; 

responding to your classmates ’comments or to your instructor’s prompts) for a total of six posts. All posts 

must be substantive to receive full credit. 

Grading (Discussion Questions) 

You are encouraged to take part in the weekly dialogue as much as you would like. Your instructor will rate your 
discussion posts according to the following guidelines: 

Initial posts = 0 – 4 points each 

● Points can be deducted for posting late (after the stated deadline), and/or for your post not meeting 

the requirements for being substantive (see above). 

Secondary posts = 0 – 3 points each 

● Points can be deducted for your post not meeting the requirements for being substantive (see 

above). 



 

 

● All secondary posts are due each week by Sunday night @ 11:59 p.m. No credit will be given for late 
discussion posts after this time. 

Each discussion question is worth 10 points [4 pts. for your initial post; 3 pts. for each secondary post]. Therefore, for 
weeks with one discussion question, you can earn up to a total of 10 points. For weeks with two discussion 
questions, you can earn up to 20 points. 

These totals will be accumulated throughout the week in your gradebook as your instructor rates your posts. 
Your final grade [0 – 10 or 20] for the entire week will be reflected in your gradebook no later than Wednesday of 
the following week. 

Services for Students with Disabilities 

In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, WJU Disability 
Support Services office (DSS) provides eligible students with a variety of individualized, reasonable accommodations. 
These accommodations are intended to assist college students with disabilities in having equal access to regular 
college programs and activities. Accommodations are determined individually for each student through an interactive 
process and are based on functional limitations resulting from a documented disability. Recent (within 3 years), 
verifiable documentation must be provided by a medical doctor or appropriately licensed professional. 

Approved accommodations will be provided for students who present instructor with a copy of their Faculty 
Notification Letter (issued by DSS). 

For more information, please visit the Disability Support Services website.  

Disability Support Services Contact Information: 

WJU Disability Support Services 
(916) 577-2253 
dss@jessup.edu 

Technology Requirements 

Sufficient technology tools and Internet access are required when taking a course through Jessup Online. The 

following list will help ensure that you are adequately equipped. 

Supported Operating Systems 

● Windows 8 and Windows 10 

● MacOS is supported for most online course materials 

It is highly recommended that you have administrative rights to the computer used for your coursework. If you must 
use a computer over which you do not have administrative rights (such as a workplace computer), you may 
experience difficulties with needed functions, such as installing plug-ins. Check with your workplace IT department to 

ensure that you may access course materials from your company’s network. 

Productivity Tools 



 

 

Microsoft Office (this software is available to students at deeply discounted pricing 
through Microsoft or JourneyEd.com.). 

WJU Email Account 

All students are provided with a WJU email address. It should be used for all course communication between you and 
your instructor. This will avoid issues with Spam blockers and other problems that may prevent you from receiving 
email from your instructors. Use of this email account will also enable you to participate in special student offers that 
are available only to students with an "edu" email address. You can access your Jessup e-mail account 
at my.jessup.edu. 

Supported Browsers 

● Google Chrome 

● Mozilla Firefox 

 

Browser Settings 

Please refer to your browser’s Help features to check these settings. 

● Pop-Up Blocker should be disabled 

● JavaScript should be enabled 

● Java should be enabled 

● Cookies should be enabled 

Plug-ins 

The most recent version of the following plug-ins is required for many of the resources available in your online 
courses: 

● Adobe Acrobat Reader 

● Apple QuickTime Player 

● Java SE 8 or higher 

All plug-ins needed to participate in components of your online classes are available at no additional cost. It is 
recommended that you review the list of plug-ins and install them prior to beginning your coursework. 

Screen Settings 



 

 

Screen resolution (size) should be set at minimum 1024 x 768 or higher. 

HelpDesk 

There is a link on every Moodle page for 24/7 technical support through an outside vendor. 

You can also contact the Jessup HelpDesk (which is not 24/7) through WJU. Email helpdesk@jessup.edu or call 
916.577.2345. 

Course Grading Explanations 

 

Points  Grade  

90-100  A 

80-89  B 

70-79  C  

60-69  D  

<59 F 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Grade Calculation 

Assignments Value 

Discussion Questions 30% 

A =  Excellent performance. Work is truly exemplary 

and worthy of emulation by others. Student exceeds 

expectations and constructively contributes to the learning 

environment. 

B =  Above average performance. All assignments are 

complete and on time and exhibit a complete understanding 

and an ability to effectively apply concepts. 

C =  Average performance. Student accomplishes only 

the minimum requirements or does not complete all 

requirements. Oral and written communication is at an 

acceptable level for a college student. 

D =  Work is below acceptable level for a college 

student. Student shows only a very basic understanding of the 

material or does not meet all assignment requirements.  



 

 

Weekly Assignments 45% 

Weekly Quizes 15% 

Final Exam 10% 

TOTAL: 100% 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline 

 

Week 1 Details Due Demand Hours Course Objective 

Topics and 
Learning 
Objectives 

Weekly Topic: New Testament Canon Political and 

Religious Context of the New Testament 

By the end of this week, you should be able to: 
● Outline the major historical events occurring in 

Palestine from 539 B.C. to A.D. 70.  
● Describe the important Greek philosophical and Jewish 

religious movements that contributed to the first 
century thought world of first century Palestine.  

   



 

 

Reading 
Assignments 

Read 
o Elwell & Yarbrough, Encountering the New 

Testament: Chapters 1, 2, & 13  
o Voorwinde, “The Formation of the New 

Testament Canon”  

 5.5 hours  

Video 
Resources 

View 
● Why Study the New Testament  
● The Old and New Testaments  
● New Testament Background: GrecoRoman  
● Philosophical and Religious Background of the New 

Testament, Part 1  
● Philosophical and Religious Background of the New 

Testament, Part 2  
● The Greco-Roman World (Dr. Dale Martin)  
● Maccabean Revolt (PBS) 

 2.5 hours  

Optional 
Resources 

Readings 
● Duerlinger, “Ethics and Divine Life in Plato’s 

Philosophy”  

● Jowers, “The Sufficiency of Scripture and the Biblical 

Canon”  

● Kaiser, “Evangelical Hermeneutics”  

● Kolb, “Those Who Are Sent”  

● Lewis, “The Jewish Background of the New Testament”  

● Provan, “How Can I Understand Unless Someone 

Explains It To Me?”  

● Sheeley, "From 'Scripture' to 'Canon'"  

● Steinmetz, “Calvin as Biblical Interpreter Among the 

Ancient Philosophers”  

● The Development of Text Types  

● The Q Document 

   



 

 

Discussion Discuss 
● DQ #1 Jewish & GrecoRoman Backgrounds: 

o Is it important to understand the Jewish and 
GrecoRoman backgrounds of Christianity in 
order to understand Christianity itself? Why 
or why not?  

o If you did not know any of the background, 
what impact would that have on your 
understanding of the New Testament? 
(Provide at least one concrete example of a 
way it would impact your understanding.) 

● DQ #2 "Christ's Canon":  
o In his article, Stephen Voorwinde writes, “It 

remains a confession of faith that the canon 
of the New Testament corresponds exactly to 
Christ’s canon.”  

o After reading his article, what do you think 
he means by this?  

o How does this impact your thinking about 
the New Testament canon? 

See Discussion 
Guidelines 

6 hours  



 

 

Weekly 
Assignment #1 

Write 

● Write a 3-page paper responding to one of the 

following prompts (be sure to read the prompts 

carefully to answer the specific question):  

o Option #1: “The books in the Bible were 

handpicked by a group of 4th century 

bishops who came up with the idea of a 

biblical canon in order to push their religious 

and political agendas.”  

▪ After consulting the resources for 

this week, explain your agreement 

or disagreement with this 

statement.  

o Option #2: How did the significant political, 

philosophical and religious movements you 

studied this week prepare the way for the 

birth and spread of Christianity?  

● Be sure that your paper conforms to the Written Work 

Guidelines in the syllabus and uses APA formatting 

(include a reference list; no title page or abstract 

necessary). 

Sunday after 
Week 1 class 
11:59PM PT 

4 hours  

Quiz #1 Study and Complete 
 

● Study for your quiz that will cover this week’s content. 
You will have 30 minutes to complete 15 questions 
(multiple choice and true/false).  

Sunday after 
week 1 class  
11:59PM PT 

2 hours  

  TOTAL HOURS 
FOR THE 
WEEK: 

20 hours  

 

 

Week 2 Details Due Demand Hours Course Objective 



 

 

Topics and 
Learning 
Objectives 

Weekly Topic: The Gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

By the end of this week, you should be able to: 
● Discuss the reasons why the Gospels were written.  
● Discuss the reasons why the Gospels are regarded as 

trustworthy.  
● Identify each Gospel’s unique portrayal of Jesus.  

   

Reading 
Assignments 

Read 
o Elwell & Yarbrough, Encountering the New 

Testament: Chapters 3-7  
o Perrin, “Where to Begin with the Gospel of 

Mark”  
o Kopas, “Jesus and Women: Luke’s Gospel” 

 4.5 hours  

Video 
Resources 

View 
● The Gospel and the Gospels  
● The Gospel of Matthew  
● The Gospel of Mark  
● The Gospel of Luke The Gospel of John  
● How Did We Get the Gospels? Seven Minute Seminary 

 2.5 hours  

Web Resources Review 
● Synopsis of the Gospels 

 .5 hours  



 

 

Optional 
Resources 

Readings 
● Agourides, “Structure and Theology in the Gospel of 

John”  

● Perrin, N. Brown, J. Green, J. "DIctionary of Jesus and 

the Gospels"-Gospel: Genre  

● Carson, “The Jewish Leaders in Matthew’s Gospel”  

● Johansson, “Kyrios in the Gospel of Mark”  

● Latz, “A Short Note Toward a Theology of Abiding in 

John’s Gospel”  

● O’Connell, “The Reliability of the Resurrection 

Narratives”  

● Vincent, “Poverty and Wealth in Luke’s Gospel”  

● Weaver, “Wherever this Good News is Proclaimed”  

● Webb, “A RedemptiveMovement Hermeneutics”  

● Williams, “Listening to the Voice of the Storyteller in 

Mark’s Gospel"  

   

Discussion Discuss 
● DQ #1 Synopsis of the Gospels:  

o Review the Synopsis of the Gospels from this 
week’s course materials.  

o Many of the same events are present in the 
first three Gospels, but not always in the 
same order. Also, some events are present in 
one gospel and absent in another. Why do 
you think this is so?  

o What does this say about the individual 
Gospel writers and what they were trying to 
accomplish? 

● DQ #2 The Gospel of John:  
o Why is the Gospel of John so different than 

the Synoptic Gospels?  
o How might the fact that this gospel was 

written much later than the synoptics help us 
understand some of the differences?  

o How might these differences impact the way 
we understand the scope of the gospel 
genre? 

See Discussion 
Guidelines 

6 hours  



 

 

Weekly 
Assignment #2 

Write 

● Write a 3 page paper responding to one of the 

following prompts (be sure to read the prompts 

carefully to answer the specific question):  

o Option #1: How is Jesus presented in the 

Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Mark? 

How is each picture similar or different? How 

can these two pictures of Jesus be applied in 

the church today?  

▪ Write your paper based on your 

weekly readings in the textbook 

and the two relevant articles.  

o Option #2: Look at all the passages in the 

Gospel of Luke where the Holy Spirit is 

mentioned. Briefly explain the different 

functions and work of the Holy Spirit: 

▪ What does the Holy Spirit do 

through Jesus’ ministry and in the 

lives of those to whom he 

ministered in this Gospel? 

Conclude by considering, can He 

still do the same things today?  

o Be sure that your paper conforms to the 

Written Work Guidelines in the syllabus and 

uses APA formatting (include a reference list; 

no title page or abstract necessary)  

Sunday after 
Week 2 class 
11:59PM PT 

4 hours   

Quiz #2 Study and Complete 
 

● Study for your quiz that will cover this week’s content. 
You will have 30 minutes to complete 15 questions 
(multiple choice and true/false).  

Sunday after 
week 2 class  
11:59PM PT 

2 hours  



 

 

Extra Credit 
Assignment #1  

Create 
 

● Create a timeline of the significant political, 
philosophical and religious movements that formed 
the context into which Christianity was born.  

○ Consult with various timelines in your 
textbook, class PowerPoints, or any online 
resources.  

○ Place significant philosophical and religious 
movements in your timeline with brief 
descriptions of what they believed.  

● This extra credit assignment will be worth up to 3% of 
the overall course grade. 

Sunday after 
week 2 class  
11:59PM PT 

  

  TOTAL HOURS 
FOR THE 
WEEK: 

19.5 hours  

 
 

Week 3 Details Due Demand Hours Course Objective 

Topics and 
Learning 
Objectives 

Weekly Topic: The Book of Acts, Romans, and 

Galatians 

By the end of this week, you should be able to: 
● Explain why the Book of Acts is important.  
● Outline the content of the Book of Romans.  
● List the key elements of Paul’s teaching in Galatians.  

   

Reading 
Assignments 

Read 
o Elwell & Yarbrough, Encountering the New 

Testament: Chapters 13-19  

▪ Note: For chapter 19, read the 
section on Galatians only (pp. 279-
287)  

o Story, “Facets of Faith/Trust in Pauline 
Thought” 

 6 hours  



 

 

Video 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

View 
● Book of Acts, Part 1  
● Book of Acts, Part 2  
● Romans  
● Galatians  
● Dr. Craig Keener on the Historicity of the Book of Acts 

 2 hours  

Web Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

Review 
● Timeline of Paul’s Ministry  

● Paul’s Missions and Letters 

 1 hour  

Optional 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

Readings 
● Awwad, “From Saul to Paul”  

● Bird, “Incorporated Righteousness”  

● Blomberg, “The Law in Luke-Acts”  

● Bruce, “The Holy Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles”  

● Gathercole, “Romans 1-5 and the ‘Weak’ and the 

‘Strong’”  

● Jeske, “Luke and Paul on the Apostle Paul”  

● Just, “The Apostolic Councils of Galatians and Acts”  

● Keener, “Power of Pentecost”  

● Keener, “Why Does Luke Use Tongues as a Sign of the 

Spirit’s Empowerment?”  

● Matera, “Galatians and the Development of Paul’s 

Teaching on Justification”  

● Talbert, “Tracing Paul’s Train of Thought in Romans 6-

8”  

● Tarazi, “The Addressees and Purpose of Galatians”  

● Turner, “The Work of the Holy Spirit in Luke-Acts”  

● Weima, “The Reason for Romans”  

● Westerholm, “Justification by Faith is the Answer: 

What is the Question?” 

   

Discussion Discuss 
● DQ #1 Paul's Missionary Journeys:  

o What do the Apostle Paul’s missionary 
journeys tell us about the importance of 
missions in the life of the early church?  

o Should this missionary impulse manifest itself 
today? If so, how? If not, why not?  

See Discussion 
Guidelines 

3 hours  



 

 

Weekly 
Assignment #3 

Write 

● Prompt: Write a 3- page paper responding to the 

following: 

o  In his article, J. Lyle Story offers 7 different 

facets of faith in Paul’s thought.  

o Draw connections between and among the 

different facets (how do they relate? How do 

they build on each other? etc.) In your 

opinion, why would Paul use “faith” so 

expansively in his writing?  

● Be sure that your paper conforms to the Written Work 

Guidelines in the syllabus and uses APA formatting 

(include a reference list; no title page or abstract 

necessary). 

Sunday after 
Week 3 class 
11:59PM PT 

4 hours  

Quiz #3 Study and Complete 
 

● Study for your quiz that will cover this week’s content.  

● You will have 30 minutes to complete 15 questions 
(multiple choice and true/false). 

Sunday after 
week 3 class  
11:59PM PT 

2 hours  

  TOTAL HOURS 
FOR THE 
WEEK: 

18 hours  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 4 Details Due Demand Hours Course Objective 



 

 

Topics and 
Learning 
Objectives 

Weekly Topic 1 and 2 Corinthians Prison Epistles 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon: 

By the end of this week, you should be able to: 
● Identify the issues Paul deals with in 1 and 2 

Corinthians.  
● Understand why Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 

and Philemon are called the Prison epistles.  
● Describe features of the towns of Ephesus, Philippi, 

and Colossae. 
● State the purpose of each Prison Epistle.  

   

Reading 
Assignments 

Read 
o Elwell & Yarbrough, Encountering the New 

Testament: Chapters 19 & 20  

▪ Note: For chapter 19, read the 
section on Corinthians only (pp. 
270-279)  

o Polhill, “An Overview of Ephesians”  
o Grieb, “Philippians and the Politics of God”  
o Turner, “Human Reconciliation in the New 

Testament with Special Reference to 
Philemon, Colossians and Ephesians”  

o Fee, “Tongues: Least of the Gifts?” 

 5.5 hours  

Video 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

View 
● 1 Corinthians  
● 2 Corinthians  
● Ephesians  
● Philippians  
● Colossians 
●  Philemon 
● Paul’s Prayers in Ephesus  
● Paul’s Political Theology of the Church  

 2.5 hours  



 

 

Optional 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

Readings 
● Blomberg, “The Structure of 2 Corinthians 1-7”  

● Bloomquist, “Subverted by Joy”  

● De Vos, “Once a Slave, Always a Slave?”  

● Fee, “Philippians 2:5-11: Hymn or Exalted Pauline 

Prose?  

● Gombis, “A Radically New Humanity”  

● Kim, “Imitatio Christi (1 Corinthians 11:1)”  

● Kloha, “Idols, Eating and Rights (1 Corinthians 8:1- 

11:1)”  

● Martin, “Reconciliation and Unity in Ephesians”  

● Newman, “Election and Predestination in Ephesians 

1:4-6a”  

● Nordling, “Philemon in the Context of Paul’s Travels”  

● Ortlund, “‘Power is Made Perfect in Weakness’ (2 

Corinthians 12:9)”  

● Peterson, “To Reconcile to Himself All Things”  

● Schatzmann, “Purpose and Function of Gifts in 1 

Corinthians”  

● Sensing, “Preaching to Colossians”  

● Still, “Divisions over Leaders and Food Offered to Idols”  

   

Discussion Discuss 
● DQ #1 Problems in Paul's Churches:  

o Why do you think Paul spends so much time 
addressing/solving problems in his epistles?  

o What does this lead you to conclude about 
the churches that he is writing to?  

o How do these congregations compare to 
contemporary churches today? 

● DQ #2 Speaking in Tongues: 
o After reading Gordon Fee's article "Tongues--

Least of the Gifts?" Do you agree with Fee 
that tongues with interpretation should be 
considered one of the "greater gifts" that 
Christians should seek to practice? Why or 
why not?  

o Are tongues appropriate for the church of 
today? Why or why not? 

See Discussion 
Guidelines 

6 hours  



 

 

Weekly 
Assignment #4 

Write 

● Prompt: Write a 3-page paper responding to the 

following:  

o Read Philippians 2- 3. Write about the four 

people Paul highlights as shining examples of 

service and humility.  

▪ What important characteristics 

does Paul emphasize for each of 

these people?  

▪ How might these examples have an 

impact on present day ideas about 

Christian leadership?  

o Be sure that your paper conforms to the 

Written Work Guidelines in the syllabus and 

uses APA formatting (include a reference list; 

no title page or abstract necessary).  

Sunday after 
Week 4 class 
11:59PM PT 

4 hours  

Quiz #4 Study and Complete 
 

● Study for your quiz that will cover this week’s content.  

● You will have 30 minutes to complete 15 questions 
(multiple choice and true/false).  

Sunday after 
week 4 class  
11:59PM PT 

2 hours  

  TOTAL HOURS 
FOR THE 
WEEK: 

20 hours  

 
 

Week 5 Details Due Demand Hours Course Objective 

Topics and 
Learning 
Objectives 

Weekly Topic 1 and 2 Thessalonians Pastoral Epistles: 

1 and 2 Timothy, Titus: 

By the end of this week, you should be able to: 
● List reasons for the city of Thessalonica’s importance.  
● Identify the purpose of the letters of 1 and 2 

Thessalonians.  
● State the purpose of each Prison Epistle.  
● Characterize the distinctive counsel of the Pastoral 

Epistles. 

   



 

 

Reading 
Assignments 

Read 
o Elwell & Yarbrough, Encountering the New 

Testament: Chapter 21  
o Wall, “1 Timothy 2:9-15 Reconsidered 

(Again)”  
o Kowalski, “The Role of Women in Ministry: Is 

There a Disconnect between Pauline Practice 
and Pauline Instruction?”  

o Mappes, “The Heresy Paul Opposed in 1 
Timothy”  

o Decide which prompt you want to answer for 
your Weekly Assignment and read one of the 
following: 1 & 2  

▪ Thessalonians 

▪ 1 & 2 Timothy 

 8 hours  

Video 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

View 
● 1 & 2 Thessalonians  
● 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus 
● Women, Ministry Roles, & Scripture 

 1.5 hours  

Optional 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

Readings 
● Blaising, “The Day of the Lord and the Rapture”  

● Hiebert, “Pauline Images of a Christian Leader”  

● Krentz, “Evangelism and Spirit”  

● Malbon, “No Need to Have Any One Write?”  

● Strandenœs, “Completing the Mission”  

   



 

 

Discussion Discuss 
● DQ #1 Women in Ministry:  

o The subject of women in ministry has been a 
heated subject of discussion among 
Christians, especially in the last fifty years. 
There are different interpretations of the 
primary text that Christians often appeal to 
in their explanation: 1 Timothy 2:9-15.  

o After reading the biblical text and the articles 
by Kowalski and Wall, what is your take on 
what Paul meant when he said that a woman 
should not teach or to assume authority over 
a man (NIV)?  

o Why did you come to that conclusion? 
● DQ #2 Paul's Self-Introduction in Titus:  

o At 65 words in length, Paul’s self-
introduction in Titus 1:1-3 is by far the 
longest of any of his letters, except Romans. 
Most of the others are from 3-20 words long. 
Why do you think this is?  

o What is Paul doing here? 

See Discussion 
Guidelines 

6 hours  



 

 

Weekly 
Assignment #5 

Write 

● Write a 3-page paper responding to one of the 

following prompts (be sure to read the prompts 

carefully to answer the specific question):  

o Option #1: In the last few years, there has 

been a refocus on the return of Jesus and 

various responses by the Christian church.  

▪ Based on your reading of 1 and 2 

Thessalonians, write a paper 

outlining Paul’s suggestions for a 

proper response by Christians to 

the imminent return of Jesus 

Christ. 

▪  How would you apply Paul’s 

suggestions to hearing about 

contemporary examples of people 

predicting the return of Christ?  

o Option #2: Based on your reading of 1 and 2 

Timothy and the assigned readings this week, 

outline the nature of the false teaching Paul 

was warning against and the dangers he was 

worried could affect the church in Ephesus.  

▪ Do you think some of these same 

dangers are still relevant today? 

Why or why not?  

▪ How might Paul address those 

dangers in our churches today in 

light of 1 and 2 Timothy?  

o Be sure that your paper conforms to the 

Written Work Guidelines in the syllabus and 

uses APA formatting (include a reference list; 

no title page or abstract necessary).  

Sunday after 
Week 5 class 
11:59PM PT 

4 hours  



 

 

Quiz #5 Study and Complete 
 

● Study for your quiz that will cover this week’s content.  

● You will have 30 minutes to complete 15 questions 
(multiple choice and true/false).  

Sunday after 
week 5 class  
11:59PM PT 

2 hours  

  TOTAL HOURS 
FOR THE 
WEEK: 

21.5  

 

 

Week 6 Details Due Demand Hours Course Objective 

Topics and 
Learning 
Objectives 

Weekly Topic General Epistles (Part 1): Hebrews, 

James, 1 and 2 Peter, Jude: 

By the end of this week, you should be able to: 
● List the eight General Epistles.  
● Explain the purpose of the Book of Hebrews and 

James.  
● Identify the emphases of 1 and 2 Peter.  

   

Reading 
Assignments 

Read 
o Elwell & Yarbrough, Encountering the New 

Testament: Chapters 22 & 23  

▪ Note: For chapter 23, read the 
section on Peter and Jude only.  

o Allen, “The Forgotten Spirit: A Pentecostal 
Reading of the Letter to the Hebrews?”  

o Painter, “James as the First Catholic Epistle”  
o Green, “Narrating the Gospel in 1 and 2 

Peter”  
o Bible: 2 Peter  

▪ You will need to read 2 Peter if you 
choose to respond to the second 
prompt of the weekly assignment. 

 5 hours  



 

 

Video 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

View 
● Hebrews  
● James  
● 1 & 2 Peter, Jude 

 1.5 hours  

Optional 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

Readings 
● Boring, “Gospel and Church in 2 Peter”  

● Hiebert, An Exposition of Jude 3-4  

● Hiebert, “An Exposition of Jude 12-16”  

● Hiebert, “The Unifying Theme of the Epistle of James”  

● Marcus, “The Evil Inclination in the Epistle of James”  

● Motyer, “‘Not Apart from Us’ (Hebrews 11:40)” Small, 

“The Use of Rhetorical Topoi in the Characterization of 

Jesus in the Book of Hebrews”  

   

Discussion Discuss 
● DQ #1 Warnings and Encouragements in 

Hebrews:  
o The writer of Hebrews uses 13 

encouragements and 5 warnings in writing to 
his audience. After reading and watching this 
week’s course materials, what do you think is 
the intended purpose of these 
encouragements and warnings?  

o What is the writer trying to accomplish?  
o How might these words challenge and 

encourage us in our walk as disciples of 
Jesus? 

● DQ #2 Metaphors:  
o Many biblical authors use metaphors to 

communicate theological principles (2 Peter 
and Jude being great examples).  

o Why do you think this is?  
o Does the genre of literature impact the use 

of metaphors? Or are metaphors used 
regardless of genre?  

See Discussion 
Guidelines 

6 hours  



 

 

Weekly 
Assignment #6 

Write 

● Write a 3-page paper responding to one of the 

following prompts (be sure to read the prompts 

carefully to answer the specific question):  

o Option #1: Read James 2:24 and Romans 

3:28. These two verses seem to contradict 

one another.  

▪ After reading the chapter on James 

and the article by Painter, write a 

paper explaining why you think 

these verses either contradict each 

other or not.  

▪ Consider James’ Jewish background 

and the  close links in his letter to 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in 

your answer.  

o Option #2: 2 Peter 3 discusses an important 

issue: how should we live knowing that our 

world will eventually be destroyed by fire 

and replaced with new heavens and a new 

earth?  

▪ After reading your textbook and 2 

Peter, write your paper outlining 

Peter’s teaching on the destruction 

of the heavens and earth and how 

Christians should live in light of 

this. 

▪  Conclude by answering this 

question: How should knowing that 

everything will eventually be 

destroyed change the way we live  

our life here on earth?  

o Be sure that your paper conforms to the 

Written Work Guidelines in the syllabus and 

uses APA formatting (include a reference list; 

no title page or abstract necessary).  

Sunday after 
Week 6 class 
11:59PM PT 

4 hours  



 

 

Quiz #6 Study and Complete 
 

● Study for your quiz that will cover this week’s content.  

● You will have 30 minutes to complete 15 questions 
(multiple choice and true/false). 

Sunday after 
week 6 class  
11:59PM PT 

2 hours  

Extra Credit 
Assignment #2 

Write 
 

● Read five (5) scholarly articles (provided in the class 
materials as optional resources) and provide a 1 page 
summary of each one (5 pages total).  

● You may choose to read articles in one area of New 
Testament study, or read more broadly.  

● This assignment is worth up to 3% extra credit on your 
overall course grade.  

Sunday after 
week 6 class  
11:59PM PT 

  

  TOTAL HOURS 
FOR THE 
WEEK: 

18.5 hours  

 

 

 

 

 

Week 7 Details Due Demand Hours Course Objective 

Topics and 
Learning 
Objectives 

Weekly Topic General Epistles (Part 2): 1, 2, 3 John; 

Revelation 

By the end of this week, you should be able to: 
● Outline the content of the Books of 1, 2, and 3 John.  
● State the purposes of 1, 2, 3 John, and Revelation.  
● Compare the four theories used to interpret 

Revelation.  
● List the four theological ideas developed in Revelation.  

   



 

 

Reading 
Assignments 

Read 
o Elwell & Yarbrough, Encountering the New 

Testament: Chapters 23, 24 & Epilogue 
(Matters to Ponder)  

▪ Note: For chapter 23, read the 
section on John only (pp. 349- 353)  

o Beale, “The Purpose of Symbolism in the 
Book of Revelation”  

o Stam, “The Book of Revelation: A Latin 
American Interpretation”  

o Schmidt, “Leaving Behind Left Behind: 
Reclaiming the Book of Revelation in a World 
Left Behind”  

 5 hours  

Video 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

View 
● 1 John 2 & 3 
● John Revelation 
● Revelation and Apocalypticism  
● The Book of Revelation: Dr. Richard Bauckham & Dr. 

Ben Witherington 

 1.5 hours  

Optional 
Resources 
(in Course 
Materials 
Folder) 

Readings 
● Berthoud, “Discerning Spirituality”  

● Glasscock, “Forgiveness and Cleansing According to 1 

John 1:9”  

● Hiebert, “An Exposition of 3 John 1-4”  

● Hiebert, “An Exposition of 3 John 5-10”  

● Hiebert, “An Exposition of 3 John 11-14”  

● Lieu, “Authority to Become Children of God”  

● Yarbro Collins, “Eschatology in the Book of Revelation” 

Videos 
● PBS: The Book of Revelation  

   

Discussion Discuss 
● DQ #1 Revelation:  

o There are two common reactions in the 
contemporary church to the Book of 
Revelation: fear/apprehension (not reading 
at all) or fascination/focus (obsessing about 
it).  

o Why do you think there are these two 
diverse reactions?  

o After reading this week’s resources, what in 
your opinion is the basic message of the Book 
of Revelation?  

o How does your understanding of the basic 
message impact the way you approach 
Revelation? 

See Discussion 
Guidelines 

3 hours  



 

 

Final Exam Study and Complete 

● The Final Exam will be based on the course lecture 

materials. Review all of the PowerPoint summaries of 

the lectures for the course to be ready to take the Final 

Exam.  

● You will have two hours to complete your Final Exam 

which will consist of two essays, one on each of the 

following topics:  

o The portrait of Jesus in the gospels.  

o The main issues Paul faced.  

Sunday after 
Week 7 class 
11:59PM PT 

8.5 hours  

Course 
Evaluation 

Evaluate 
 

● Please follow the prompts when you log in to Moodle 
to fill out the anonymous Course Evaluation survey.  

● NOTE: The results of these surveys are compiled into 
one summary report that goes to the Department 
Chair after the final grades are turned in. They are 
completely anonymous, so feel free to be honest. 
Jessup Online uses the reports to guide our decision-
making for future courses.  

● After you have completed the survey, please follow the 
directions in the Course Evaluation Assignment to let 
your instructor know that you have completed this 
course requirement. 

Sunday after 
week 7 class  
11:59PM PT 

  

  TOTAL HOURS 
FOR THE 
WEEK: 

18 hours  
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